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Out In Old Wyoming 
By Louis N. Larsen 


Where the sun sinks to rest 

In the hills to the west 

| dream of bygone days 

When | rode through the sage 
Where the bright cactus blooms 
And the doggies and antelope play 
Where the prairie dogs bark 
And the coyote’s wild chorus 
Joins in with the mournful Lobo 
The sweet scented flowers 

That bloom with the showers 
And greet me wherever | go. 


CHORUS 


Out in old Wyoming 

Where the mountain peaks are white 
Where life is well worth living 

And the skies are always bright 
Where the grizzled kind old timers 
Ever cheer you on your way 

Back in the Big Horn mountains 
That’s where | long to stray. 


The long years have passed 

Since | rode through the woods 

By the mountain’s clear crystal stream 
And ever anon, through the setting of pines 
The grand towering peaks brightly gleam 
And far out below, the prairies aglow 
Cloudlets cast shades o’er the lea 
Through sorrow or pleasure 

Wyoming’s my treasure 

Its landscape is heaven to me. 


Copyright. 1941 


‘ of its walls. 


YELLOWSTONE 


By ELSA SPEAR 


“Yellowstone,” as the name of 
the principal tributary of the 
Missouri River, probably ap- 
peared for the first time in any 
official document in the report 
and map which Lewis and Clark 
sent to President Jefferson in 
1805. 

David Thompson, the cele- 
brated explorer, was among the 
Mandan Indians on the Missouri 
River in 1797. While there he 
secured data from which he esti- 
mated the latitude and longitude 
of the source of the Yellowstone 
River. He did not originate this 
name as it had been called Roche 
Jaune by the traders and trap- 
pers of the Northwest Fur Com- 
pany. The Indian tribes along 
the Yellowstone and upper Mis- 
souri had names for the stream 
signifying “yellow rock” and the 
French had doubtless adopted 
them long before any of their 
number saw the stream itself. 
What it was that led the Indians 
to use the name is easily dis- 
coverable. Near the source of 
the river lies the Grand Canyon 
of the Yellowstone, distinguished 
among the notable canyons of the 
globe by the marvelous coloring 
Conspicuous among 
its many tints is yellow in every 
shade, from the brilliant yellow 
to the rich saffron of the orange. 

When the Northern Pacific rail- 
way built’ its tracks along the 
Yellowstone, they evidently wish- 


ed to attract settlers to the val- 
ley and a handbook for tourists 
was published in 1880. Mrs. 
Willis B. Spear, Jr., of Kirby, 
Montana, discovered a copy of 
this rare little book in her 
father’s library in Washington, 
D. C., in 1937. The following are 
some paragraphs contained in 
this book which I thought were 
of particular interest: 


The 
YELLOWSTONE 
VALLEY 


What It Is, Where It Is, And 
How To Get To It. 


A Hand-Book For Tourists 
And Settlers 


ILLUSTRATED 


By THOMPSON P. McELRATH 
ST. PAUL 


The Pioneer Fress Co. 
1880 


PRESENT SETTLEMENT OF THE 
VALLEY 
It is confidently expected that 
the summer of 1880 will add 
largely to the thin thread of 
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settlements which now traverses 
the Valley along the mail road 
between Miles City and Bozeman. 
There are twenty-one settlements, 
upon which the dignity of bear- 
ing distinctive names has been 
bestowed, between the former 
place and _ Benson’s Landing, 
where the west-bound traveler 
leaves the Yellowstone to cross 
Bridger Mt. to the fertile Galla- 
tin Valley in which Bozeman is 
situated. Some of these are 
simply isolated ranches, while 
others are represented by little 
communities which may in time 
develop, as they all hope to do, 
into villages and towns. After 
leaving Ft. Keogh and passing on 
the north shore, the fine valleys 
of the Big and Little Porcupine, 
and Froze-to-Death creeks, the 
first settlement worthy of note 
is Sherman, 98 miles distant. 
Here, in a beautiful level stretch 
of rich prairie, there were in 
Feb. 1880, thirty-one ranches oc- 
cupied. The next settlement is 
Junction City, about five miles 
farther up the stream, nearly 
opposite the mouth of the Big- 
horn River. At this point the 
road to Ft. Custer, diverges from 
the Bozeman road. Here there 
are three saloons, two stores, a 
post office, a telegraph office, two 
restaurants and a ferry. The 
place derives its support princi- 
pally from Terry’s Landing on 
the opposite side of the river, 
two miles distant, a military de- 
pot where river freight is re- 
ceived to be hauled to Ft. Custer. 
The post is situated twelve miles 
from the scene of the Custer 
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Massacre in 1876. About fifty-one 
‘miles above Junction City is 
‘Huntley, where there are a post- 
Office, blacksmith shop, two stores, 
a stage station and a hotel. The 
steamer Batchelor, Capt. Grant 
Marsh, succeeded in July 1879, 
in landing fifty tons of freight at 
this place, upwards of 400 miles 
from the mouth of the Yellow- 
stone. In ordinary seasons, how- 
ever, Terry’s Landing may prob- 
ably be regarded as the head of 
navigation, as after ascending 
the river beyond the mouths of 
the Tongue, Rosebud and Big- 
horn Rivers, its channel becomes 
shallow and generally impractic- 
able for even the  light-draft 
stern-wheel steamboats which ply 
in these western waters. Ten 
miles above Huntley is Coulson, 
where besides a postoffice there 
are a telegraph office, store sa- 
loon, saw mill, ferry and a local 
anomaly in the shape of a large 
two-story hotel. The valley here 
is level and fertile, stretching 
thirty miles along the river with 
a width varying from four to 
seven miles. These constitute all 
the settlements in the Yellow- 
stone Valley above Miles City, 
though there are beyond them 
several stations such as Young’s 
Point, Stillwater, Countryman’s, 
Sweet Grass, Hunter’s Springs, 
ete., furnishing postal facilities 
mostly for the stock raisers whose 
herds feed throughout the year 
on the rich pasturage of the Val- 
ley and the adjacent foothills. 


POPULATION IN 1880 
The escort accompanying the 
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exploring party in February was 
commanded by Lieut. O. F. Long 
5th U. S. Infantry, acting en- 
gineer officer on Gen. Miles’ staff. 
On the return trip Lieut. Long 
made a careful census of the pop- 
ulation of the Valley from Ben- 
son’s Landing to Fort Keogh. 
This official report is the first 
compilation yet made of statisti- 
cal information concerning the 
Yellowstone Valley, and is a most 
valuable contribution to the con- 
temporary history of that region. 
The population in that section in- 
cluded in the investigation aggre- 
gated 588, an average of nearly 
two to every mile. Of these, 
215 were males, proprietors of 
ranches, etc., 73 women, 142 chil- 
dren and 158 hired laborers. 
There were 429 buildings, 1,713 
acres under cultivation, 23,435 
head of cattle on pasture ranges, 
645 horses and 8,201 sheep. There 
were in April, 1880, 54 settlers 
between Miles City and _ the 
mouth of the Yellowstone, mak- 
ing the total population of the 
Valley about 1,300 exclusive of 
the military garrisons. 


THE TONGUE RIVER VALLEY 

The Tongue River Valley is at- 
tracting especial attention on ac- 
count of its splendid capabilities 
for stock raising. The valley is 
wide, and the meadow bottoms 
slope evenly from the hill lands 
to the river bank, where timber 
is found in abundance. As the 


“stream is ascended the condi- 


tions improve, and the upper val- 
ley, where the river, alive with 
trout, sparkles clear and limpid 
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: from the mountains, is filled with 


| game of every kind and the foot- 


: hills are covered with a luxur- 
|| iant growth of grass, furnishing 
| pasturage through every month 


»| in the year. This tract will fill 


| up rapidly. There were at the 
|| beginning of April, 1880, thirty- 
{| seven ranches occupied by resi- 
dents in the Tongue River Valley. 
| Two-thirds of these are within 


i, 50 miles of Miles City, the rest 


extending at varying intervals 
over the 130 miles which inter- 
vene before the river’s canyon is 
.| reached in the Bighorn Moun- 
;| tains. The lower ranches are 
.| used mostly for cutting hay for 
| sale to Fort Keogh, but the pro- 
prietors of nearly all have en- 
tered in some degree upon stock 
raising, though we have not been 
able to procure the precise num- 
ber of animals now owned there. 
But where there are tens now 
there will be hundreds a year 
hence. 
ABUNDANCE OF GAME 

Game in great variety abounds 
in every part of the Yellowstone 
country. In the winter of 1879-80 
a large herd of buffalo, or more 
properly bison, occupied the 
shores of the Yellowstone and 
the adjacent valleys, and thous- 
ands were shot by hunters from 
Miles City and by ranchmen. The 
. price paid by merchants in the 
town for buffalo hides, dried but 
not dressed, was $1.00 to $1.50 
apiece. Hundreds of thousands 
of antelope scour the prairies 
within a few miles of Fort Keogh 
and in fact throughout the Val- 
ley. A fair illustration of the 
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abundance of wild game is afford- 
ed in the result of a hunting ex- 
pedition made last October by 
General Miles with a party of six 
officers, from Fort Keogh. They 
went about sixty miles up the 
Rosebud valley, and after an ab- 
sence of just one week returned, 
bringing in on wagons as spoils, 
17 buffalo, six elk, one mountain 
sheep (or bighorn), two antelope, 
61 deer, five ducks, 74 prairie 
chickens and two sage hens. 


WHERE MONTANA CATTLE GO 

The export of cattle from Mon- 
tana began in 1874 with about 
8,000 increasing during the fol- 
lowing years respectively to 5,000, 
6,000, 10,000 and 22,000. In 1879 
it is estimated to have been be- 
tween 30,000 and 40,000. The 
principal route to market hereto- 
fore, has been down the Yellow- 
stone to Fort Custer; thence into 
Wyoming, via Forts McKinney, 
Reno and Fetterman, to Pine 
Bluff, a railroad station 50 miles 
east of Cheyenne. This route 
furnishes plenty of excellent grass 
and water, and the cattle reach 
the railroad in fine condition, after 
a drive averaging about two 
months in duration. 

The statistics for 1879 are not 
yet published. In 1878 the num- 
ber of cows milked in Montana 
was placed at 10,000, and the 
product of butter and cheese at 
one million pounds. In the win- 


‘ter of 1879-80 butter sold 


throughout the Valley at 40 to 50 
cents per pound, and home-made 
was not to be purchased. Fresh 
milk brought ten cents per quart. 
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The raising of poultry will also 
for some time to come be a pay- 
ing field for enterprise. Winter 
eggs are scarce at a dollar a 
dozen. Chickens for eating are 
correspondingly expensive, and 
the Thanksgiving turkey brought 
from Minnesota in a frozen state, 
is a very ineffective and costly 
reminder of that home luxury by 
the time it is thawed out and 
ready for roasting. 

The “Homestead” farms on the 
Yellowstone above Miles City on 
the first of March last were 74 in 
number. Of these 27 were en- 
tered in 1879; 19 in 1878; and 30 
in 1880. 


CHARACTER OF THE WINTER 


The winters are generally open, 
the long nights at that season 
being quite cold, but the days 
brilliant and far milder than 
would be expected in so high a 
latitude. The dryness of the at- 
mosphere likewise prevents the 
cold from being as severely felt 
as it is in damp climates. The 
snow-fall in the Valley is in most 
winters quite light, and after fall- 
ing it is quickly melted or car- 
ried off by evaporation. The army 
officers stationed at Fort Keogh 
declare that until the past winter 
they have never enjoyed sleigh- 
ing on the prairies for a week 
at a time, except occasionally in 
March, when the clear weather 
which had prevailed almost un- 
brokenly since the previous rainy 
season gave way to a short pe- 
riod of cold squalls accompanied 
by snow. These wind storms are 
liable to occur at any time dur- 
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ing the year, resembling in the 
sudden lowering of temperature 
which accompanies them, the chil- 
ling “northers” of the Gulf of 
Mexico, and occasionally equal- 
ing in their vehemence and 
abrupt subsidence the hurricanes 
which prevail on our South At- 
lantic coast yearly, from the mid- 
dle of August to the migals of 
September. 


THE CHINOOK WIND 

Another phenomenon of a more 
agreeable character witnessed fre- 
quently in the winter season is 
the occurrence of the so-called 
“Chinook wind,” a balmy zephyr 
which wafted from the Pacific 
Ocean and penetrating the gaps 
and passes of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, converts winter cold into 
summer warmth so suddenly that 
sometimes a foot depth of snow 
will evaporate and disappear un- 
der its influence in the course of 
a single day. This is the real- 
ization of the “Japan current” 
theory, and while it prevails, it 
fully justifies that idea. One 
writer says: “I have known a 
foot of snow on the level to fall 
during the night and every patch 
of it to be melted before noon of 
the next day; and there are open 
spells in the mid-winter, often 
lasting many days, when the trap- 
per is comfortable without a coat 
over his woolen shirt.” General 
Miles and others at Fort Keogh 
testify to similar facts. The win- 
ter of 1879-’80 was exceptionally 
cold and protracted. From the 
end of November to the middle 
of March there was almost con- 
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tinuous sleighing in the Lower 
Tongue River region, though the 
snow was not deep and the mer- 
cury, ranging in the vicinity of 
zero for several weeks, reached 
on one occasion, and probably 
only momentarily, on the night of 
Dec. 24, 1879, as low as 57 de- 
grees. The Indians about Fort 
Keogh declared emphatically that 
they had never known the cold 
weather before to be so intense 
and so long continued. Notwith- 
standing the remarkably low tem- 
perature which prevailed for so 
long a period, no extraordinary 
discomfort was experienced be- 
yond a few frozen fingers and 
toes on the part of travelers and 
soldiers unavoidably exposed on 
the bleak prairie roads, and not 
a single instance has been an- 
nounced of cattle perishing from 
cold on their snow-covered pas- 
tures. The Chinook wind did not 
seem to manifest itself as effi- 
ciently as usual during that win- 
ter season. There was not much 
snow however in the Valley twen- 
ty miles above Miles City; and 
eighty miles up the Tongue River 
the cold was not nearly so se- 
vere as that above recorded. 


SUMMER RESORTS IN THE 
YELLOWSTONE VALLEY 

Hitherto we have treated ex- 
clusively of the natural advan- 
tages which the Yellowstone Val- 
ley possesses for agriculturists 
and permanent settlers. To an- 
other large and important class 
of persons, however, the region 
offers attractions of a kind no- 
where else equaled in the world. 
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Each year is increasing the pro- 
cession of tourists and_ sight- 
seers who avail themselves of the 
growing security of the trip to 
penetrate the rapidly-fading at- 
mosphere of romantic mystery 
which yet measureably envelopes 
the Yellowstone country. It is 
safe to predict that at no very 
distant day the picturesque sur- 
roundings of the Bighorn Can- 
yon, the melancholy associations 
of the Custer battlefield, the heal- 
ing springs which abound in 
numerous localities, and the na- 
tural wonders of the Yellowstone 
Park, will attract to those points 
thousands of visitors desirous of 
feasting their. minds with the 
contemplation of Nature in her 
sublimest aspects, or seeking re- 
lief from the stereotyped monot- 
ony of summer life at eastern wa- 
tering places. In connection with 
this topic, it is a point worthy of 
deep consideration to the present 
generation that in no part of the 
earth is the interesting spectacle 
of the progressive development of 
civilization exhibited so openly, 
and so accessibly to the transient 
observer, as is now the case in 
the Yellowstone Valley, where 
the whole process of social 
growth unfolds itself before his 
eyes like the successive revela- 
tions of a panorama. Another 
generation will not be accorded 
such a privilege of observation 
and study. 


AN INTERESTING SUMMER 
JOURNEY 


Apart from all other consider- 
ations of enjoyment, there is a 
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wide and unique fund of instruc- 
tion derivable from a trip which 
making New York City, for in- 
stance, the starting point, extends 
by steamer from Buffalo along 
the Great Lakes to Duluth, thence 
by rail across the famous Red 
River Valley to the bustling town 
of Bismarck, on the Missouri 
River, thence northwestward up 
the Missouri, past the old Man- 
dan Indian town at Berthold, and 
through the pleasant bottoms of 
the Dakota wilderness to the 
Yellowstone, thence southwest- 
ward through the fertile valley 
of that stream to its headwaters. 
After entering the Yellowstone 
the steamboat will carry the 
traveller past the still standing 
cabins of the “Glendive Canton- 
ment,”’ which so lately as 1877 
Was garrisoned to keep open the 
entrance to the Valley; Cabin 
and O’Fallon creeks, in whose 
vicinity the railroad will this sea- 
son strike the river, transmuting 
by the magic of its contact the 
yet virgin meadows into populous 
communities; Ferry Point, where 
the Fort Buford mail-road crosses 
the Yellowstone; the treacherous 
Powder River, at whose far-away 
source in Wyoming the terrible 
Fetterman massacre occured in 
1866; the Tongue River, whose 
picturesque valley is settled all 
the way from its muddy mouth to 
where its limpid trout-filled wa- 
ters sparkle with crystal clear- 
ness, past Miles City and Fort 
Keogh, and the Rosebud, with its 
charming valley, to the Bighorn, 
on whose historic banks in June, 
1876, the advent of civilization 
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ON THE WAY TO 
HIGH SCHOOL 


436 N. Main Street 
SHERIDAN, WYOMING 


KENNEDY AUTO SERVICE 


Alger at Broadway P. O. Box 614 


Sales - STUDEBAKER - Service 
Seiberling Tires and Tubes 
Conoco Products General Repair 


Sheridan, 


Wyoming 


CANDOR MAGAZINE 


Published monthly for writers and 
thinkers. Poetry and prose. Subscrip- 
tion rates: $1 per year; 3 months, 25c; 
copy, 10c. Elvin Wagner, Editor, 
Puxico, Missouri. 


Arcadian Life Magazine 
Stories of the Ozarks 


Pioneer History Folklore 
Pastoral Living 


“Come with us and be an 
Arcadian” 


$1.00 a Year; 25¢c a Copy 
Display Advertising: $1.50 per inch. 


Classified, 3c a word. Three in- 
sertions for the price of two. 


Otto Ernest Rayburn, Editor 
Dept. 33 


(Missouri Office) (Arkansas Office) 
616 S. Benton St. P.O. Box 200, 
Cape Girardeau, Caddo Gap, 

Missouri Arkansas 
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Teachers Agency 
H U MISSOULA, MONT. 


Member NA. TA, 


ALASKA AND THE WEST 


Wyoming teachers needed,  lxcel- 
lent opportunities all departments, 
particularly musle, Wor early 
placement register with Hull's now 
--superior placement service for 
over @ quarter of a century, 


Certification booklet tree to 
Members 


ALLEN BAKERY 


Delicious Bread and Pastries 


Buffalo, Wyoming 


SINSEL REPAIR & SERVICE 


“Save the Pieces” 
Welding and Repairing 


BROWN SINSEL, PROP. 


Big Horn, Wyoming 


5th Street Cash Grocery 
GROCERIES and MEATS 
“Where We Sell to Sell Again’ 
Phone 43 
Sheridan, Wyo. 
T. W. VICKERE LUMBER 
COMPANY 


“See Vick About It” 


103 E, 5th St. 


Phone 118 Sheridan, Wyo, 
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in Mastern Montana was presaged 
by a shower of blood. Nearly 
every point in the Valley thus 
far named, is identified with 
some page in that fierce chapter 
of savage warfare. Leaving the 
steamboat at Terry’s Landing, the 
traveler can proceed by stage up 
the Bighorn 85 miles to Fort Cus- 
ter, situated on the interior angle 
formed by the intersection of the 
Little Bighorn, whence it is only 
about 12 miles to the battle-field. 
Relics of the fight are still found 
on the ground, From Fort Cus- 
ter it is only thirty-five miles 
southward to the Bighorn Moun- 
tains, in the recesses of which 
it is generally believed gold will 
be found in quantity, and whose 
grassy, wooded slopes are filled 
with white and black-tailed deer, 
mountain sheep, antelope, and 
elk, and an occasional grizzly 
bear or mountain lion, to give 
piquaney to the hunter’s efforts. 
Nearby are Grass Lodge and 
Littlehorn creeks, abounding in 
speckled trout. A week’s encamp- 
ment in this locality in July or 
August is worth a dozen seasons 
of fashionable constraint at New- 
port or Saratoga. Returning to 
Fort Custer the stage will be 
availed of to Huntley, 85 miles 
distant on the Yellowstone. 
Thence the tourist passes, on the 
shore opposite to the Crow reser- 
vations, through a continuous 
chain of farms, alternating with 
stretches of unsightly “bad 
lands,” until the ‘divide’ is 
crossed which separates the Yel- 
lowstone and Gallatin valleys. At 


Bozeman every facility is pro- 
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curable for visiting the Park in 
comfortable and economical style. 
Thence it is only 68 miles to the 
Mammoth Hot Springs, the first 
object of interest in the Park, 
after which from 10 to 12 days 
will be required to visit and do 
justice to the other attractions of 
the locality. Returning to Boze- 
man, the choice is open to return 
by the Yellowstone route, or to 
keep on further into Montana 
through the wonderful gold fields 
which have in the Territory's 
brief day contributed so vastly to 
the world’s wealth. From Boze- 
man it is only 101 miles of stage 
ride to Helena, the point where 
as already stated La Verendrye 
in 1748 was the first white man 
te ascend the Rocky Mountains. 
This is Montana’s capital, a hand- 
some thriving place of 5,000 in- 
habitants. The gold mines reach 
fairly into the town itself. The 
study of these and of the various 
processes of working and dispos- 
ing of the ores will furnish a 
week’s agreeable and instructive 
occupation. Daily stages run to 
Fort Benton 144 miles distant on 
the Missouri, whence boats de- 
scend the river until late in the 
autumn. The trip down stream 
is a very different thing from the 
ascent, the boat sliding down the 
rapid current with a smooth ve- 
locity at once exhilarating and 
surprising. The average trip 
from Bismarck to Fort Benton 
occupies about 12 days. On the 
return trip, however, only four 
to five days are consumed before 
the traveler finds himself on the 
Northern Pacific Railroad whirl- 


SHERIDAN TIN SHOP 


MOST HEAT WARM AIR FURNACES 


Roofing--We vse and recommend 
Armco Ingot Iron - Resists Rust 


OTTO HAACK, Prop, 


124 North Gould Street 
Sheridan, Wyoming 


PICTURES (*.*. 


of old Fort Philip Kearny and 
vicinity, Twelve (3'4x5* in.) 
scenes in souvenir package, 
postpaid for 50¢c, 

Send orders to 
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Fort Philip Kearny 

Banner, Wyoming 


Over 


500,000 


ARCHERS 


shoot the bow and arrow 
in the United States 


The AA is the only maga- 
zine of its kind in the field, 
Use AA classified ad serv- 
ice at 3c per word, 


Issued at $1.00 per year, 
quarterly 


The 
AMERICAN ARCHER 


521 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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ing eastward towards Lake Su- 


perior. This, by the way, is a 
very agreeable feature of the 
journey, most travelers feeling 


inclined to move as expeditiously 
as possible after once having 
turned their faces in the home- 
ward direction. 


THE NORTHERN PACIFIC 
RAILROAD CHARTER 

One-half of the land in the 
Yellowstone Valley is included in 
the company’s grant and the title 
to farms and pasture ranges will 
necessarily be conveyed to the 
settlers by that corporation. The 
charter was granted by Congress 
in 1866. The company was grant- 
ed 20 alternate sections of pub- 
lic land on each side of the line 
of the road in the territories and 
10 alternate sections on each side 
of the line in the states through 
which it runs. The Indian titles 
to the road where they exist are 
to be distinguished by the gov- 
ernment as rapidly as shall be 
necessary. The amount of land 
thus granted to the Northern Pa- 
cific Railroad exceeds 50 million 
acres, an area larger by 10,000 
square miles than the six New 
England states, and upwards of 
six million acres of that vast 
quantity are as already shown in 
the Yellowstone country. The 
company acquires its property in 
these lands as rapidly as the road 
is completed and almost every 
settler in the valley is con- 


sequently interested in the speedy — 


advent of the tracks in order that 
the title to the farm he occupies 
may be perfected. The alternate 
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sections pertaining to the rail- 
road grant are the odd numbered 
ones. In the unsurveyed tracks, 
of course, the settlers have no 
means at the outset of ascertain- 
ing whether they are locating on 
government or railroad lands. 


BUSINESS LICENSES 


Lawyers and doctors, $16 per 
year. Livery stables, $15 per 
quarter and $2.50 per quarter for 
each vehicle kept over two in 
number. Barbers, $5 per quarter 
for each chair used. Bankers, do- 
ing business of $50,000 per quar- 
ter, $100 per quarter. Retail li- 
quors in towns of 300 inhabitants 
or over, $60 per quarter. Ped- 
dlers with packs, $8 per quarter, 
with wagons, $5 per month for 
each vehicle. Gamblers, $50 per 
month for each house or room. 
Butchers, $7 per month in towns; 
elsewhere $10 per quarter. Pho- 
tographers, $15 per quarter. Lot- 
teries, five percent on the amount 
involved. Laundries operated by 
males, $15 per quarter. 


THE EXPLORATION OF 1863 


The Yellowstone expedition of 
18638 was the first undertaking of 
the kind which preserved a care- 
ful record of the typographical 
features of the valley. On April 
9th of that year a party of 15 
men under the leadership of Capt. 
James Stuart, started from Ban- 
nock City ‘to explore a portion 
of the country drained by the 
Yellowstone for the purpose of 
discovering gold mines and se- 
curing town sites.” Almost from 
the outset the progress of the 
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expedition was impeded by the 
hostility of the Crows, whose 
country it was traversing.* .. 
On May 5th they camped at the 
mouth of the Big Horn River, 
having accomplished 400 miles 
from Bannock City. . . . Here the 
expedition left the Yellowstone 
to ascend the Bighorn, and soon 
afterwards they were attacked by 
the Crows with such continued 
ferocity that it was determined to 
abandon the project and make 
their way home by the long and 
tedious route through the South 
Pass and Fort Bridger. After 
many vicissitudes they finally 
reached Bannock City on June 
22nd, having ridden during their 
absence 1,600 miles, of which the 
last 1,200 were passed without 
enjoying the shelter of tents or 
even a change of clothing. 


*Six men who were to accompany the 
expedition were detained for want of 
horses, and in endeavoring to overtake 
the expedition they were “set afoot” 
by the Crows. Returning they had the 
good fortune to discover the famous 
Alder Guleh gold mines, where Virginia 
City now stands, whose prolific yield 
ereated an instantaneous potent influ- 
ence in the development of Western 
Montana. In the first five years after 
its discovery, Alder Gulch and its trib- 
utaries yielded on an average $8,000,000 a 
year. The total product up to the end 
of 1876 was more than $70,000,000. This 
gulch was the richest ever discovered 
in the world. 


THE BOZEMAN EXPEDITION OF 1874 


The disastrous issue of Stuart’s 
expedition retarded further enter- 
prise in the same direction, and 
the Yellowstone Valley remained 
for a long while afterwards a 
sealed book. ... At the beginning 
of 1874 the citizens of Bozeman 
determined to send an expedition 


down the Yellowstone for the 
purpose of opening a wagon road 
to the head of navigation on the 
river “and thus open the most 
direct route connecting with the 
present terminus of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad.” Reports of 
gold discoveries on the south side 
of the Yellowstone, between the 
Rosebud and the Powder rivers, 
attracted a number of adventur- 
ous spirits into an organization 
which was styled “The Yellow- 
stone Wagon Road and Prospect- 
ing Expedition.” On February 
12th the party, numbering 130 
men, elected officers at Guinn’s 
ranch, halfway between Bozeman 
and Crow Agency. The next 
morning the expedition set out, 
and before it had arrived at the 
mouth of the Bighorn it com- 
prised 147 men, with over 200 
horses and mules, 28 yoke of 
oxen, 22 wagons with supplies of 
provisions for four months, and 
two pieces of artillery, with about 
150 round of shell and canister. 
The men were all armed with the 
best breech-loading rifles, and we 
were supplied with over 40,000 
rounds of metallic cartridges. A 
large portion of the material was 
furnished by the citizens of Boze- 
man and vicinity, and Gov. Potts 
rendered great assistance in pro- 
viding arms and ammunition. “On 
Feb. 13th,” says the historian of 
the expedition, “we commenced 
our march down the north side 
of the Yellowstone, our objective 
point being the mouth of Tongue 
River, near which place rich 
mines of gold were supposed to 
exist; and it was supposed that 
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steamboats could ascend the Yel- 
lowstone to this point.” This ex- 
pedition however was destined, 
like that of Capt. Stuart, to fail 
in achieving its primary object, 
the Indians harrassing it almost 
incessantly, and compelling it to 
abandon the Yellowstone at the 
Big Porcupine and make a rapid 
detour by the way of the Rose- 
bud Valley and old Fort C. F. 
Smith, back to Bozeman, where it 
arrived May 11th, after about 90 
days absence. “We are now satis- 
fied that no gold mines exist in 
the neighborhood of the lower 
Yellowstone, or in the Little Wolf 
Mountains; but most of us be- 
lieve that rich mines exist in the 
Bighorn Mountains, south of the 
Bighorn River. In regard to the 
navigability of the Yellowstone 
River, we know but little more 
than when we went away; but it 
is very easy to make a good road 
as far as we went, on the north 
side of the river, and doubtless 
in time it will be a great 
thoroughfare to the east. While 
we find a barren country along 
the Yellowstone and to the north 
of it, we find a magnificent coun- 
try to the south of it; and from 
what we know of the valleys of 
Tongue and Powder rivers, we 
believe them to be among the 
finest in the west.” 


MILES CITY 


Miles City is the county town 
of Custer County, and Custer 
County is a portion of Montana 
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Territory, rather more than one- 
third larger in area than the 
whole state of Pennsylvania... . 
There are probably 175 buildings 
in the place, and somewhere in 
the neighborhood of 650 inhabi- 
tants. . . . The town is rapidly 
growing and in view of the fact 
that it was founded in its present 
location only in June, 1878, it 
may with confidence, be regarded 
as destined in time to justify its 
name of “City.” The place not- 
withstanding that it derives its 
Support thus far from its proxim- 
ity of Fort Keogh, contains in 
its list of industrial enterprises 
besides a saw mill, carpenters, 
blacksmiths and painters, dining 
halls and saloons of every grade, 
excellent drug stores, depots of 
fancy notions, a free school, a 
court house, a jail, and every 
comfortable thing in fact requisite 
to maintain a town on an in- 
dependent footing, excepting, in- 
deed, a first class hotel suitable 
for the accommodation of tourists 
and business men temporarily so- 
journing there. 

Custer County is 330 miles long, 
137 miles wide, and contains 45,- 
210 square miles. The Crow Res- 
ervation extends along the whole 
southern shore of the Yellow- 
stone River west of the 107th 
meridian about 60 miles above 
Fort Keogh and is occupied by the 
Crow Indians. Their reservation 


extends from the river south to 
‘the Wyoming border. It was ceded 


to the tribe in 1868. 
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Christmas With the Newcomers 


By DR. WILLIAM FRACKELTON 


& 


The first Christmas tree celebration in this region took place in 
the old spacious, well-built log house which stood on a slight hill, on 
upper Prairie Dog Creek, overlooking well-farmed fields. The house 
was built substantially by a master craftsman of the time I speak, 
Dave Beerli, an old German, and a woodworker of the old school. 
It was about the largest house at the time (1884) and was the pride 
of the neighborhood. It still stood just as substantial as when built 
until 1915, when a fire burned it to the ground. My old friend, Fred 
Newcomer and his kindly wife were the owners. It was the home for 
the entire Newcomer, shall I say, tribe? I believe that there must 
be at least seventy-five members of the family now, with all the chil- 
dren, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. The Newcomers, Wil- 
liams, Smiths, Halls, Middletons, Brocks, and Douglases. 


It must have been in the nature of a house-warming, for the 
whole country responded to the generous invitation to come to the first 
“Christmas Celebration” held in the region. 1884 was the year, 
preparations were made weeks ahead and people came for a hundred 
miles. A barrel of Ben Davis apples had been freighted from the 
Union Pacific by bull team to Buffalo, Wyoming, and then on the day 
of the great event, two old bachelors who lived in Buffalo at the time 
brought the apples, notwithstanding the thermometer registered “orty 
degrees below zero, so that the Newcomer children could have the 
apples for Christmas. Each apple was carefully wrapped in a separate 
piece of paper and the barrel was then covered with buffalo robes in 
order to keep them from freezing on the long trip. Everybody got 
an apple, and, no doubt, it was the first one in years for these old 
pioneers as no one had started an orchard, even as an experiment. 
Many of these pioneers had not been back East since their arrival here. 


The neighborhood women prepared the great dinner, each one 
noted for some special dish in which she was famous. One made the 
pies, one the cakes, one the salad, one the meat, and old Arbuckle’s 
coffee was-better than the best Mocha and Java, the way they made 
it in those days. I believe that Hospitality was the Newcomers’ first 
name. They enjoyed their friends the most, and to go in their door 
was a treat never to be forgotten. 
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A Range Rider of the Yellowstone 


By LULA A. COBB 


(Copyrighted) 


Some day when the last great range herd 
Is held in the valley below, 
And the cowboys all have heard the call, 
And know it is time to go; 
And the faint dim low of the cattle 
Is heard on the still night air, 
And all of the old range-riders 
Seem to be gathered there; 
That lone horse and his rider, 
That stand on that great rock wall; 
Who knows, but what they have listened 
Until they have heard the call? 
And a spirit will stir within them, 
And a smile will cover Bill’s face. 
He will say, “Come, Paint, old partner, 
It is time we took our place.” 
And the cigarette he is rolling, 
He will light while he’s standing there, 
Watching his faithful pony 
Sniff the dust-filled air; 
Then he'll swing into the saddle, 
As he did in days long past, 
And | think he will say, “Old Partner, 
This ride will be our last, 
For the boys in the valley are calling; 
They are waiting for you and me 
To help drive the last great roundup 
Into Eternity.” 


256 


OLD TRAVOIS TRAILS Page 23 


Color 
By LORAH B. CHAFFIN 


When Jack Frost comes to the Big Horns 
With a sample of his wares, 

Then we all rush out to meet him, 
Leaving home our many cares. 


We meet him and borrow his colors 
For a cherry tree we know; 

And a willow in our garden 
And six plum trees in a row. 


We want all his gold for the tall ones, 
For the cottonwoods so bright 

That are reaching up on tip-toe, 
Touching Heaven’s spode-blue light. 


The crimson, the orange and the purple, 
And the warm brown modest hue 
Frost is blending with his paint brush 
For the whole wide world to view. 


Each month will bring a reminder .. . 
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OLD TRAVOIS TRAILS, Fort Philip Kearny, Banner, Wyoming 
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Western Books 


In response to frequent requests for books containing authoritative 
information concerning this western frontier, we have arranged to 
supply the following books through this office. The books are carried 
in stock, and all mail orders will be promptly sent postpaid. 


1. FORT PHILIP KEARNY, by C. Walter Wiberg 
(A folder) Suillustrations a9x22ernche sees een 


. INDIAN WILDCRAFT, by Raymond E. Maher 
24 pages, 4x9 inches, flexible — 


. CUSTER AND THE GALL SAGA, by Charles Kuhlman 
46 pages, 1 map, 5%x7™ inches, flexible — 

. FORT PHIL. KEARNY, by Elsa Spear 
36 pages, 10 photographs, 5x7 inches, flexible 

. TRAILING CAMPFIRES, by Elsa Spear 
56 pages, 18 illustrations, 6%x9% inches, flexible 


. PIONEER EDUCATION IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
by Charles D. Schreibeis, 94 pages, 7 illustrations, 6x9" inches 
buckram 


. SAGEBRUSH DENTIST, by Will Frackelton and Herman Gastell 
Seely, 246 pages, 5%x9 inches, cloth - 


. KEOGH, COMANCHE AND CUSTER, by Captain Edward 
Smith Luce, well illustrated, 6x8 inches, cloth —.......- 


. PONY TRAILS IN WYOMING, by John K. Rollinson 
408 pages, 44 illustrations, 6%x9% inches, cloth .................. 


Send orders with remittance covering to 


OLD TRAVOIS TRAILS 


Fort Philip Kearny 
BANNER, WYOMING 
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